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meet anywhere. I, therefore, missed him in parti-
cular that afternoon in the House and I regretted
very much his then recent replacement by Mr.
Balfour at the head of the Admiralty. This latter
for quite a different reason. I have a peculiar distrust
of elderly statesmen and have no end of faith in
younger men. It is true enough that in a great
national crisis the elderly statesmen, because of their
long experience and policy of caution, may be relied
upon to bring no disaster on a country; but then
they also are less likely owing to their lack of initia-
tive and freshness of vision to lead her to any
notable achievement. The inexperience and known
precipitancy of younger politicians may lead to the
committal of mistakes, and serious ones at times;
but even these serious mistakes stand a good chance
of being retrieved in the long run and of being actu-
ally turned in the end to the achievement of some
signal success, some undreamt-of triumph!

I was in London when the first of the Zeppelin
raids on England took place. Once their bombs fell
off Dover, some couple of miles out in the sea, and
one of the ha'penny papers made fun of the incident
by saying it was " no use shelling the sea." In fact,
the first futile attempts were treated everywhere
with mocking contempt and the Zepps derisively,
called " toys "^ and " gas-bags/' Whenever my
friends spoke to me of Zeppelins in this derisive
strain and tried to raise a laugh, I remarked that I
was glad to notice that fresh evidence of their tradi-
tional sense of humour, but the laugh might one day
turn against us. " We may," I continued, " detest